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REMARKS 

This reply is in response to the Non-Final Office Action mailed on November 25, 2005 in 
which Claims 1-20 were rejected. Claims 1-20, as amended, overcome the rejections and are 
presented for reconsideration and allowance* 

I. Rejection of Claims 1-20 under 35 USC 102fE) Based upon Kadvk. 

Page 2 of the Office Action rejected Claims 1-20 under 35 USC section 102 (key) as 
being anticipated by Kadvk et aL US 2002/0157019. With this response. Claim 14 is amended. 
Claims 1-20, as amended, overcome the rejection based upon Kadvk . 

Claim 1 recites a method of protecting a usemame. The method includes a step of 
communicating authentication information including an obscured usemame over a nonsecure 
communication channel from a client 

Claim 10 recites a usemame protection process which includes inrdating a 
communication session between a user and a selected server by the communication of the 
obscure version of a plain text user identifier over a plain text communication channel. 

Claim 14, as amended, recite a system for protecting usemame. The system includes a 
client device configured to communicate information over unsecure mutation channels with an 
obscured user identifier. Thus, each of Claims 1, 10 and 14 recite a method, process or system 
wherein an obscured user identifier or usemame is communicated over an unsecuie 
communication channel. 

Kadvk fails to disclose or suggest a method, process or system wherein an obscured user 
Identifier or usemame is communicated over an unsecure channel. In contrast, the system 
disclosed by Kadvk always communicates the usemame or user identifier over a secure or 
encrypted channel. In attempting to reject Claims 1 ends 10» the Office Action asserts that 
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Kadvk discloses the communication of an obscured usemame or user identifier over a non-secure 
communication channel or plain text conmxunication channel by referring to Paragraphs 12, 13 
and61 ofKadsk. 

However, Paragraphs 12, 13 and 61 of Kadvk do not disclose the communication of an 
obscured or encrypted usemame or user identifier over a nonsecure or plain text channel. 
Paragraphs 1 2 and 1 3 merely disclose, in the background section of Kadvk. the known method of 
tunneling. As described by Kadvk and as known to those of ordinary skill in the art, the process 
of tunneling does not involve communicating an obscured or encrypted usemame or user 
identifier over an unsecure or plain text communication channel. As clearly set forth in 
Paragraph 12, "in tuimeling, the proxy receives an encrypted message from the client that is 
addressed to a server.... Operating on behalf of the client, the proxy forwards the encrypted 
message to the server." (Emphasis added). Nowh^e do Pamgraphs 12 and 13 disclose that an 
obscured usemame is communicated over an unsecured are unencrypted channel. 

Paragraph 61 also fails to disclose the communication of an obscured usemame or user 
identifier over an inseciu^ commxmication channel Although paragraph 61 recites an insecure 
client-proxy connection. This insecure client-proxy connection is only established after 
authentication between the client and the proxy has been completed over a secure communication 
channel. A complete reading of Kadvk in context reveals that what Kadvk discloses, at most, is 
a process including the steps of (1) establishing a secure cormection between a client and a proxy 
for the exchange of authentication data (i.e. a user identifier), (2) the proxy negotiating a secure 
end-to-end communtication between the client and a server, (3) downgrading the client-proxy 
channel from a secure channel to an unsecure channel once the secure end-to-^nd channel has 
been negotiated with the server. (See paragraphs 61-63 of KadvkV In other words, the user 
identifier or usemame is al^^ays communicated over a secure channel. Accordingly, Claims 1,10 
and 14, as amended, overcome the rejection based upon Kadyk . Claims 2-9, 1 1 - J 3 and 1 5-20 
depend from Claims 1,10 and 14, respectively, and overcome the rejection for the same reasons. 

n. Conclusion 
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Applicants believes that the preisent application is now in condition for allowance. 
Favorable reconsideration of the application as amended is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is felt that a 
telephone interview would advance the prosecution of the present application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 C.F JL §§1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 50-381 5. Should no propea: payment be enclosed herewith, as by a check 
being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or even 
entirely missing, the Conmiissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to Deposit 
Account No. 50-3 815. If any extensions of time are needed for timely acceptance of papers 
submitted herewith. Applicants hereby petitions for such extension imder 37 C.F JR. § 1 . 1 36 and 
authorizes payment of any such extensions fees to Deposit Account No. 50-38 15. 



Respectfully submitted. 





RATHE PATENT& IP LAW 
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Todd A. Rathe 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 38,276 



Telephone: (262) 478-9353 
Facsimile: (262) 238-1469 
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